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Part I 

'I1VE AND GENERAL 

(U)1275. Royal Maritime Auxiliary Service Inauguration 

(N/DMS 501/70--6 Nov 70) 

J. Ge.
nera

/. The Admir~lty Bo~rd has ~ec!ded that there are economic merits in 
operatIOnal usage.a~~ administratIOn by br.lOglOg together in a unified service a Dumber 
of MOD .(Navy) clvl!lan ma~1Ded vessels whIch have sea-going duties as opposed to those 
which anse predomlOantly In harbour aDd estuarial waters. 

2. Her Majesty The Queen has graciously assented to the title of the Royal Mari time 
Auxiliary Service (RMAS) for the new organization which became effective from I September 1970. 

3. In 1958 there was an amalgamation of civilian manned vessels engaged pre­
dominantly on harbour services which resulted in the formation of the Port Auxiliary 
Service (PAS), and there will be a close affinity between the RMAS and the PAS which 
together comprise the afloat Support of Marine Services under the Headquarters 
administration of the Director of Marine Services (Naval). 

4. Definitions. The various Marine Service uni ts are defined as follows :-

a. Vessel ' A self-propelled MS unit over 60-ft in length. All vessels proper will 
bear n~es; also, where necessary by the context, the term' vessel ' ~I1.be,us~d 
in a generic sense to cover all MS units under reference. The term ship will 
not be used for an MS unit. 

b. Craft: A self-propelled MS unit in the ra nge of 14-ft to 60-ft in length. Craft will 
bear numbers not names. 

c. L,ghter: A non self-propelled MS unit 0 any en . . . f I gth All lighters will be 
identified by numbers. . 

cl. PAS Unit: A vessel, craft o r lighter which normally undertakes Its day to day 
duty within estuarial and port limits. . d t 

e. RMAS Unit: A vessel which norma lly undertakes coastal and ocean-gomg u y 
Outside port limits. 

S. Composition of the RMAS: 'I' S rvict: will Ini tia lly the Royal Maritime AUXI JUry c 

•• the Admiralty Cable Ships ; FA I age vessels' b 
FA t s and ex R sa v , • the Ocean Towing Fleet of ex R U8 ('d, BR? 102 

6 A ticles of Agreement VI e -, e. the vessels operating under D60 r 

ChaPter 30); . . f sub-paragraph 4 c. above. d.i4.t'---- h' h leet the defiflltlOn 0 ~COnstruction vessels W IC n , HITEHEAD, an ocean-
6. t fon RMAS uni ts WIll be RMOAySS~RER the first of a new new cons ruc I d RMAS R '. 'early in 

vessel of 3,500 tons gross, an els' both are due to enter service 
ocean towing and salvage vess . 

d' the RMAS but 
7. I 'n the PAS will be include IDto transfer to the time being no vesse s now I res which will be necessary 

is being given to the mea~u 
Which have sea-going duties. A. 2 
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6 
1275 . . to rationalize the pay structure and conul1ions 
8. Personnel. It IS the :II~ ill form the RMAS but in the meanwhile Ihofservlct 
of the vanous. ~oups w IC I \\and conditions. cY are to 
retain their eXlstmg pay sca es ..' . . examine ways m whIch lmks may be forged be 
9. It is also the mtentJ~n iOMarine Services for the better efficiency of the or~:~n ~he 
RMAS and PAS elem

nb
en ~ career opportunities amongst the staffs concerned nlzallon 

as a whole and to e an . . . . . w.th the publication of thIS In~t01ctl~n the following design . 
10. Deslg'!atlOn. d I t be adopted in lieu of eXlstmg titles : altons 
are authonzed an are 0 

RMAS Vessels .. Jl els the prefix RMAS IS to be used 10 reference verbally ad · 
a. For a vess RMAS WHITEHEAD. n In 

correspondence eg . 
The refix RMAS is to be painted on J;loats and hf~buoys and in other location 

b. on !ssels where the name customanly appears 10 the vessel but not on th! 

outside of the hull at bow and stern. 

RMAS Personnel c. All officers to be designated "RMAS officers" irre~pective of the component to 

which he has hitherto belonged. 
d. SimilarlY, all industrials to be designated "RMAS rating" except D606 officers 

who are to be titled RMAS officers. 

Documentation 
e. The short title RMAS is to be used in all plans, drawings, BRs, memoranda 

DCls correspondence and other documentations referring to vessels, materiai 
and o'ther items of the RMAS wherever it is necessary within the documentation 

to identify an item. 

Signals 
f. In signal traffic all vessels are to be identified by the prefix RMAS. 

1 J. RMAS Ensign. The RMAS ensign is a blue ensign defaced in the fly with a 
yellow horizontal anchor under which are two yellow wavy lines representing the 

sea-going character of the Service. 
12. Supplies should be available shortly and demands should be made under the 
usual procedure quoting this DCI as authority. Stock Numbers are as follows:-

NATO Stock No 
Flag Organizational 3'0" x 1'6" 8345- 99- 523- 2807 
Flag Organizational 4'6" x 2'3" 8345- 99- 523- 2808 
Flag Organizational 6'0" x 3'0" 8345- 99-523- 2809 for use in RMAS 
Flag Organizational 9'0" x 4'6" 8345-99-523-2810 
Flag Organizational 3'0" x 3'0" 8345-99-523-2811 

13. ~essels are to commence wearing the RMAS ensign as soon as they are supplied 
returnmg stocks of ensigns currently in use to store. 

~:bl RtthAS11 Livery. The general colour scheme for all vessels assigned to the RMAS 
ac u and dark grey upperworks. 

15 At th r d· . nal eX­pe~diture ~r e;:1 1est opportunity which does not involve excep~ional adhi~~o bottoJll 
and hull paint" a~ dut m any case not later than the next occaSIOn at w d as folloWS: 

mg IS ue to be carried out, the RMAS livery is to be adopte 

a. Hull and boot-topping black 
b. Superstructure-dark grey with white deckheads and guard-rails- ed bY 
c. Funnel dark . approv MOD (N ) grey With a squadron emblem if this has been 

avy . h· Of 

d. Deck red adrn. .. in the S IP 
work t b ar or non-shp green as appropriate to pOSItiOn 

o e undertaken on the deck. 
e. Masts dark gre .' h . . . Y \\It whIte topmasts. 
f. Rlggmg fittings black- '" . t~I' 

g. Deck machiner d.' ·fied where 
are sound ma' y ark gtey. Altematlvely black may be spec I 

mtenance or work reasons for doing so. 
--
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7 1275 
h. Name and Port of Registry white. 

i. Lifeboat'Y dark grey with the vc),<,<;J\ name and pre-fix in white, 

j. Lifebuoys- -red with the vessel'" name and pre-fix in white. 

k. Interior light tinted colours to be u~ed in all areas. 

16. Where a vessel has a prv~cctcd date for going out of service which h Je~~ than 
three y~ars from the date of thiS InsirUC1;ion and where a change to the I' MAS JJ vcr; 
would mv?)vc extra C~pcJ?dlture, an HMAS vc~~cl on Command r'.:Commendation may 
be authoTl7..c<i to mamtam her prewnt colour 'lehcme, Similarly any ve~~l~ whiCh 
may be transferred from the PAS in d ue course and have a short life expectancy at the 
date of transfer need not have their colour u:heme changed. 

17. Future Policy. It ha'> been the polbj for ~()me time pa<;t to bUIld all ne''''' ve~~J~ 
'in class' to the requirements of Lloyd's Register of Shipping and in conformity ,,,it;' 
Board of Trade on accommodation and safety at~. Hitherto those cla<;~ifJcation~ 
have been allOWed to lapse after acceptance into ~ervice. With a view to the p~~ible 
greater use of foreign ports in the fu ture and to the aTgument~ agajn~t there being 
exceptions to international usage for Government vessel<; it i~ now the int~ntlon a'> far 
as economically possible to keep RMAS vcsse)g 'in cia,'': and a~ ~o.(Jn ~~ clrcum<;tance 
permit to move towards proper certification for all officc-'fs. Thl'> WJll have to be a 
gradual proce% to preserve the career prospects of ~ MAS officer~ who although A-ell 
qualified by experience have not had the opportUrlJty to meet BOT reqUIrement<! for 
the hsuc of certificates. 

(BR 2102) 
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